
 
“All In” Membership 

“The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which 
every man must experience is the call to abandon the attachments of this 
world. It is that dying of the old man which is the result of his encounter 
with Christ. As we embark upon discipleship we surrender ourselves to 
Christ in union with his death—we give over our lives to death. Thus it 
begins; the cross is not the terrible end to an otherwise god-fearing and 

happy life, but it meets us at the beginning of our communion with 
Christ. When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 20th c. Christian martyr 

Following Jesus bestows upon us God’s greatest gifts—
forgiveness, redemption, eternal life—but it costs us our lives.  
God’s gracious gifts are free, absolutely.  But they demand a 
committed response.   

If we decide to follow Jesus, we go “all in.”  We don’t hedge 
our bets.  We hold nothing back.  But, the funny thing about 
going “all in” is that when we do so we end up receiving back 
from God more than we put in. 

Part of going “all in” as a disciple of Jesus means committing 
to his body--the Church--through active membership.  
Membership isn’t like belonging to a social club or like having 
a "gold card" status.  Rather, it's more like being a 
contributing part of a family.  This is important given the 
consumerism of the American church: easy come, easy 
go.  But, the life of discipleship to Jesus involves 
commitment.  

This commitment to a local congregation is critical to your 
spiritual health and to the health of that local expression of 
Christ’s body.  That’s because a body sinks or swims together.  



Being a member of the body means you have a contribution 
to make to the body’s purpose.  That means Living Faith is 
healthiest and most effective when its members are 
committed. 

In order to be an active member in good standing at Living 
Faith it means that you: 

• Are a baptized Christian 
• Are living a life of active faith in Jesus Christ 
• Have attended a new members class at Living Faith or 

St. James 
• Are committed to giving sacrificially of your time, 

spiritual gifts, and financial resources to Living Faith 

What Now? 
• If you’re a member of Living Faith… 

…this is your calling.  There are so many different ways to 
engage with your time and spiritual gifts.  There are so many 
ways that your giving is needed. 

• If you’re not a member at Living Faith… 
…what’s holding you back?  Talk to Fr. Peter for more 
information. 

• If you’re not sure whether you’re a member at Living 
Faith… 
…but you’d like to make it official, speak with Fr. Peter. 

• If you don’t want to be a member at Living Faith… 
…find a Gospel-centered congregation that you can commit 
to.  You and Christ’s Kingdom will be better for it. 

New Members Classes 
Fr. Peter leads new members classes on a regular basis.  Stay tuned 
for details on the next one. 

For Further Reading 
I Am A Church Member, by Thom Rainer.  Copies available from Fr. 
Peter 


