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The first time I met Hal was in May of this year.  I was visiting Living Faith with my wife as 
a candidate to become the new rector here.  We had gone through the Sunday worship 
service and afterwards had a time of fellowship and questions with the congregation.  Hal 
and Carol were present, and at one point Hal stood up and asked me a question.  I don’t 
remember what the question was but I do remember two things.   

The first thing I remember is what I thought of the question.  I thought: this guy gets it.  He 
understands the Gospel and what this church needs in a new pastor.  The second thing I 
remember is the look in Hal’s eyes: one of deep warmth and genuine connection. 

The second time I saw Hal was on my family’s first Sunday here at Living Faith, just after we 
had moved.  I remembered Hal.  And I had great expectation for partnering with him in 
ministry. 

The third time I saw Hal was the day my moving truck arrived.  We moved to Phoenix right 
around the time that Hurricane Harvey hit Texas.  And coincidentally, our moving truck got 
stuck at the company terminal in Houston as a result of the flooding.  So, we received our 
belongings a full week later than we expected.  But, on the day that it arrived, we had 
recruited a few volunteers to help us unload our 18 foot trailer.  And 84 year-old Hal 
Hostetler decided that he wanted to be one of them.   

That’s just who Hal was.  A compassionate servant of Christ.  Willing to be useful to Jesus 
and to his Kingdom until his last earthly breath. 

Earlier this week as I was reading the Gospel Lesson from the Lectionary appointed for 
tomorrow’s Sunday worship service, I realized that I wanted to use it here in this memorial 
service instead.  Because what I’ve heard several people say about Hal since his death, is also 
the same thing that occurred to me: Hal has heard words from Jesus himself, which 
hopefully everyone in this room also earnestly desires to hear for himself or herself. 

To explain, let me read the Gospel Lesson from Matthew 25:  14 “For it will be like a man 
going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and 



 

he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 

But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the 
two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made 
two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

Without a doubt, I believe that Hal has heard those words from Christ: “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.”  Hal is someone who received the message of the Gospel from Jesus 
Christ and then made much of it.  Hal placed his faith in the saving blood of Jesus Christ, 
and set his hope on the eternal life that God gives to everyone who trusts him. 

You see, every human being is a sinner before God. Hal knew this.  He knew who he was 
without Jesus: a broken and sinful man.   

But, God is a deeply gracious and merciful God:  He so loves the world, that he went to 
cosmic lengths to redeem human beings from their wretched state.  Hal knew this too.  He 
knew that God sent his Son Jesus Christ to become a human being, in order that he might 
live the perfect life that no human being can, and to die a sacrificial death upon the cross for 
the sins of the whole world, and that after having been dead for 3 days, he would rise from 
the dead in order conquer death and extend eternal life to all those who believe in him by 
faith.  Hal believed in this Jesus.  Hal repented of his sins and he trusted in the unmerited 
favor of God.  And this changed his life. 

Hal received this Gospel from the Lord as a deposit: a talent as it were.  And Hal did not 
bury this treasure.  No, he made much of it.  He is a man who brought the truth of the 
Gospel to bear upon his life.  He sought God and God’s will.  He is a man who led his 
family in the truth of the Gospel.  They are witnesses to it here today.  He is a man who 
shared that Gospel with others, in whatever community he was in and around the world.  He 
is man who prayed zealously for the expansion of that Gospel throughout the world, and for 
Gospel renewal within the Church. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant...Enter into the joy of your master:” 



 

This is the legacy that Hal leaves behind him for all of us who know and love him.  And it’s 
is a legacy which demands a response from each of you: Will you too seek to receive the 
message of the Gospel from Jesus himself, placing your faith in Jesus to save you from your 
sins and bring you to eternal life?  And if so, will you too seek to make much of that Gospel 
treasure, that you might hear the same words from Christ that Hal has heard? 

You see death is not the end for us.  God made our souls to last for eternity; they are built to 
last.  The death of our physical bodies is just the beginning.  Either the beginning of eternity 
with God, or the beginning of eternity without God.  To be without God for eternity is far 
worse than any physical death could possibly be.  To be with God for eternity is far greater 
than any physical life could be.  For in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has conquered 
death.  It has no power over those who hold fast to Jesus.  Hal is one of those.  Hal has 
entered into the joy of his Master. 

Today, we celebrate this man, who is experiencing new life with Christ, and awaiting the 
resurrection of his body, just as we are.  But moreover, we celebrate the man Jesus Christ, in 
whose death and resurrection Hal believed.  He is our God who says: “Well done, good and 
faithful servant...Enter into the joy of your master:” 

Hal longs for each of us here to hear those words as well.  We who are gathered here today 
are those who cherish his life and his legacy in Jesus Christ. 

I had the privilege of being with Hal on the night before he passed on to be with Jesus.  We 
were there in the hospital room, gathered together with Hal’s family, and I asked Hal if he 
had a favorite Psalm that I could read.  He wasn’t able to speak, but he was a writer afterall. 
He used his finger to write in the air: 3-7. 

In honor of Hal, I’d like to close with the last 2 verses of that Psalm: “39 The salvation of the 
righteous is from the Lord; he is their stronghold in the time of trouble. 40 The Lord helps 
them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take 
refuge in him.”  Amen. 


