


“Any simplistic Christian response to politics--
the claim that we shouldn’t be involved in 
politics, or that we should “take back our 

country for Jesus”--is inadequate. In each 
society, time, and place, the form of political 

involvement has to be worked out differently, 
with the utmost faithfulness to the Scripture, 

but also the greatest sensitivity to culture, time 
and place.” 

-Tim Keller, in City of Man: Religion and Politics in a New Era



PARTS

1.Biblical Foundations
2.Political Toolbox

3.Exegeting the Issues



GROUND 
RULES

•Listen
•Be humble
•Be teachable
•Disagreement is 
OK
•Be in fellowship
•Keep Christ at the 
center



PART 1

Biblical 
Foundations



QUESTIONS 
TO GET US STARTED

• Why talk about this?
• Why talk about this now?
• Why are politics so divisive?
• What are some problems we face as Americans that we hope 

government might fix?
• Has there ever been a political system or form of government 

that has solved the problems that we face as human beings?



SOME DEFINITIONS

•Politics
•Theology
•The Gospel



Politics
Politics is the way that people living in 
groups make decisions about how and 

by whom they will be governed. 

It also includes the way in which people 
or parties achieve and then exercise their 

positions of governance.



Theology
The study of revelation about the nature 
of God, the nature of his created order, 

and the nature and effects of his 
redemptive works



The Gospel
The good news that Jesus is the rightful 

and reigning King of the Universe. 

He himself offers to save human beings 
from their enemies--sin, death, and evil--
and to give them a Kingdom which will 

never fade away.



DOES THE GOSPEL 
HAVE EVERYTHING
OR NOTHING TO DO 

WITH POLITICS?



In our lives, the Gospel is 
above all things and it 

governs all things because 
God governs all things and 
the Gospel is God’s politic



GOVERNING 
PRINCIPLES



There is a difference 

between the Kingdom of 

God and the kingdoms of 

the world

PRINCIPLE 1



God’s solution to 

humanity’s problems is 

not human government

PRINCIPLE 2



Our first allegiance as 

Christians is to the 

Kingdom of God

PRINCIPLE 3



Theology must shape 

our politics, not the 

other way around

PRINCIPLE 4



Christians are called to 

be good citizens of 

whatever nation they 

belong to

PRINCIPLE 5



God is sovereign over all 

the politics of the world 

PRINCIPLE 6




