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PART 2

Political 

Toolbox



GROUND 
RULES

•Listen

•Be humble

•Be teachable

•Disagreement is 

OK

•Be in fellowship

•Keep Christ at the 

center



1. There is a difference between the 

Kingdom of God and the kingdoms 

of the world

2. God’s solution to humanity’s 

problems is not human government

3. Our first allegiance as Christians is 

to the Kingdom of God

BIBLICAL 
FOUNDATIONS



4. Theology must shape our politics, 

not the other way around

5. Christians are called to be good 

citizens of whatever nation they 

belong to

6. God is sovereign over the politics of 

the world

BIBLICAL 
FOUNDATIONS



HOW DO THE CLAIMS THAT 
WE SHOULDN’T BE INVOLVED 

IN POLITICS, OR THAT WE 
SHOULD “TAKE BACK OUR 

COUNTRY FOR JESUS” 
VIOLATE THOSE BIBLICAL 

FOUNDATIONS?



Political

Retreat

Political

Conquest

How should we engage, 
if not at the extremes?



WHAT DO I MEAN 
BY “POLITICAL 

TOOLBOX”

Tools we need in order to 

evaluate political perspectives 

and make Gospel-focused 

decisions



POLITICAL TOOLBOX



#1: CONSERVATIVE 
VS. LIBERAL

We need to stop treating 

“conservative” and “liberal” as dirty 

words.



#2: ACTIVE VS. 
PASSIVE

We need to be both thoughtfully 

active and thoughtfully passive, but 

in different ways



#3: PATRIOTISM 
VS. NATIONALISM

We can be patriotic, but nationalism 

should have no place in our lives



#4: CHURCH VS. 
STATE

What we advocate for in the 

Church isn’t necessarily what we 

want in the State, and vice versa



#5: MORALITY VS. 
LEGALITY

We need to be concerned with 

morality first and foremost, and 

then consistently apply it to 

legality



#6: MORALITY OF THE 
PERSON’S VIEWS VS. 

THE MORALITY OF 
THE PERSON

We need to evaluate both the 

morality of the person’s views and 

the morality of their behavior



#7: ENDS VS. 
MEANS

We need to be wary of both evil 

ends and evil means



#8: VALUES VS. 
POLICIES

We should seek shared values 

recognizing that we might seek 

different policies



Gospel Values



WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
GOSPEL VALUES SEEM 

TO CONFLICT?  HOW 
DO WE KNOW WHAT TO 

PRIORITIZE?




