


PART 3

Exegeting 
the Issues



GROUND 
RULES

•Listen

•Be humble

•Be teachable

•Disagreement is 

OK

•Be in fellowship

•Keep Christ at the 

center



1. There is a difference between the 

Kingdom of God and the kingdoms 

of the world

2. God’s solution to humanity’s 

problems is not human government

3. Our first allegiance as Christians is 

to the Kingdom of God

BIBLICAL 
FOUNDATIONS



4. Theology must shape our politics, 
not the other way around

5. Christians are called to be good 
citizens of whatever nation they 
belong to

6. God is sovereign over the politics of 
the world

BIBLICAL 
FOUNDATIONS



1. Conservative vs. Liberal
2. Active vs. Passive
3. Patriotism vs. Nationalism
4. Church vs. State
5. Morality vs. Legality

POLITICAL
TOOLBOX



6. Morality of the Person’s 
Views vs. Morality of the 
Person

7. Ends vs. Means
8. Values vs. Policies

POLITICAL
TOOLBOX



Gospel Values

The things that God cares 
about and calls good



Gospel Values



Gospel Values
2nd Tier Values 1st Tier Values

Obedience to government
What’s good for your nation

What’s good for you
Things that last for this life

Choice
Physical Freedom
Self-preservation

Receiving
Individuality

Safety
Independence

Care for all people
Fulfillment

Pleasure
Companionship

Obedience to God
What’s good for the Kingdom
What’s good for others
Things that last for eternity
Sanctity of Life
Spiritual Freedom
Self-sacrifice
Giving
Community
Hospitality
Involvement
Care for the poor and powerless
Patience
Sobriety and chastity
God’s design for marriage



Bottom Line

We should pursue 2nd tier 
values when they don’t conflict 

with 1st tier values



EMPATHY

HUMILITY

&
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2 STEP PROCESS

Step 1: We need to evaluate what Gospel values 
are involved with a specific issue and how they 

are prioritized by Scripture
Step 2: We seek to apply our understanding to 
the realm of policies, keeping in mind that we 

might arrive at different conclusions



Issue #1: Abortion
A college-aged woman is raped by a 

stranger.  She soon finds out that she’s 
pregnant.  Rape is not the way that any 

woman should become pregnant.   
Because she’d be a single mom, she has 
no idea how she will provide for and care 

for a child.  She has 2 years left in her 
Bachelor’s degree and works part time at 

a supermarket.  She’s considering an 
abortion.

Issues Involved:
Various reasons for abortion
Killing of human beings
Woman’s emancipation
Healthcare
Poverty
Rape
Genetic defects



Issue #1: Abortion
What Gospel values from Scripture might speak to this 

issue?

• Sanctity of life (both the mother and child)
• Murder is wrong
• Protect the vulnerable
• Children are a blessing
• Care for orphans (includes unwanted children)
• Care for the poor and powerless (includes single mothers)
• Defending personal rights
• Safe and accessible healthcare
• Financial provision



Issue #1: Abortion
YES NO

Is it moral?

• Fetus isn’t a human person yet, 
but the mother is

• The care of the mother is more 
important than the care of the 

fetus

• A fetus is a human person, so 
killing a fetus is murder

• The care of the fetus is more 
important than the care of the 

mother
• Abortion is the wrong way to care 

for the mother



Issue #1: Abortion
YES NO

Should it be legal?

• Women have personal rights
• A woman’s financial stability could 

depend on it
• Population control is necessary to 

avoid poverty and overcrowding
• Making abortion illegal would only 

drive abortions underground, 
putting women in danger

• Unborn children have the right to 
life

• Every child, born or unborn, 
wanted or unwanted, should be 

valued in society
• A woman’s personal rights do not 

override a human’s right to life



Issue #1: Abortion
I believe abortion is a moral violation of the 1st tier 

values of sanctity of life and care for the 
powerless.  

That leads me to believe that abortion should be 
made illegal.

Yet, we are still called to care about the other 
Gospel values which relate to this issue.



Issue #2: Gun Control
The second amendment gives Americans 

the right to possess firearms.  This 
means that the government cannot 

prohibit the purchase and possession of 
legal firearms.  This is an important 

heritage of our nation. Yet, among people 
from other developed countries, 

Americans are 10 times more likely to be 
killed by guns and deal with frequent 

mass shootings.

Issues Involved:
2nd Amendment
Recreative gun use
Mass shootings
Gang violence
Background checks
Self-defense
Policing



Issue #2: Gun Control
What Gospel values from Scripture might speak to this 

issue?

• Sanctity of Life
• Defense of the helpless
• Self-defense
• Providing for family (hunting food)
• Peace
• Safety
• Submission to government
• Freedom
• Recreation



Issue #2: Gun Control
YES NO

Is it moral?

• Gun control helps save lives
• Gun control keeps weapons out of 

the hands of violent criminals

• Gun control does not save lives; 
gun ownership saves lives

• Gun control hurts only lawful gun 
owners



Issue #2: Gun Control
YES NO

Should it be legal? (more restrictions)
• Guns are a problem

• Access to guns should be strictly 

regulated to watch for criminal 

behavior and mentally illness.

• Too many people use guns to kill 

too many people.

• Owning military-style weapons is 

not a right provided by the 

Constitution

• Guns are a solution

• All people (with exceptions) 

should have free access to guns

• Guns don’t kill people, people kill 

people.

• Owning military-style weapons 

for recreational use is a right 

provided by the Constitution



Issue #2: Gun Control
The ease with which gun violence (particularly 

automatic and semi-automatic guns) causes vast 
loss of life is a moral violation of the 1st tier values 

of sanctity of life and care for the powerless.

While gun ownership (like knife ownership) itself is 
likely amoral, I am led to believe that who owns 

guns, what kind of guns they own, and what they 
do with those guns should be restricted by law.



Issue #3: Immigration
Diego and Maria are from Mexico and they 

have 3 young children.  Diego has been 
unemployed for a year due to violence from 
drug cartels in his city, but Maria works part-
time as a waitress.  They have applied for a 

U.S. greencard 3 times but have been 
denied each time.  Diego is worried that his 

children might starve, so he considers 
smuggling his family across the border so 

that his family might have a better life.

Issues Involved:
Illegal immigration
Legal immigration
Deportation
Separation of Families
Border walls
Asylum
Immigration discrimination
Amnesty
DACA



Issue #3: Immigration
What Gospel values from Scripture might speak to this 

issue?

• Sanctity of Life

• Care for one’s nation/own people

• Care for the foreigner, strangers, and refugees

• Economic opportunity

• Accountability to the law and submission to government

• Hospitality and generosity

• Forgiveness

• Lawful Punishment



Issue #3: Immigration
YES NO

Is it moral?

• Caring for immigrants is a human 
rights issue

• It’s wrong to privilege immigrants 
above our own citizens



Issue #3: Immigration
YES NO

Should it be legal? (less restrictions)

• We are and always have been a 
nation of immigrants.

• We should have compassion on 
those in desperate situations

• There should be more pathways to 
legal citizenship

• Immigrants yes, but on our terms
• Illegal immigrants should be held 

accountable
• We need to keep dangerous 

people out of the country



Issue #3: Immigration
Generosity and care for foreigners and refugees is 
a 1st tier Gospel ethos.  While our nation can and 
should have immigration policies and immigrants 

should be expected to abide by them as the rule of 
law, I am led to believe that our immigration 

policies should be more compassionate in their 
approach.



2 STEP PROCESS

Step 1: We need to evaluate what Gospel values 
are involved with a specific issue and how they 

are prioritized by Scripture
Step 2: We seek to apply our understanding to 
the realm of policies, keeping in mind that we 

might arrive at different conclusions




